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Anecdotal Report for the Design of Museum Exhibits in the American
Museums as a Learning Venue for Environmental Learning
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f+#% 1. The mission statement of University of Alaska’'s Museum of the North

“to acquire, conserve, investigate, and interpret specimens and collections relating to the natural, artistic,

and cultural heritage of Alaska and the Circumpolar North. Through education, research, and public
exhibits, the Museum serves the state, national, and international science programs. The Museum
develops and uses botanical, geological, zoological, and cultural collections; these collections form the
basis for understanding past and present issues unique to the North and meeting the challenges of the
future.” (University of Alaska Museum of the North, 2005)

f+#% 2. The mission statement of Monterey Bay Aquarium

“to inspire conservaticn of the oceans.” (Monterey Bay Aquarium, 2005)

f+## 3. The mission statement of California Academy of Science

“ITlo explore and explain the natural world.” There is a statement that says, “The California Academy

of Sciences is devoted to the study, display, and interpretation of scientific collections, which inspire
people of all ages to explore the rich variety of life on Earth” (California Academy of Science, 2005).

{}8% 4. Questions for museum staff

1.

Mission or working philosophy: Does vour exhibit department have a written mission statement or
statement of philosophy or ideal best practices? Does this reflect a commitment to environmental or
conservation education?

. Exhibit strategy: In the particular exhibit that I choose for analysis, what do you think is most

distinctive or most effective for conveying the exhibition's main idea or message?

. Your evaluation of the exhibit: Do you think the exhibition is successful? If you had it do over, would

you modify it in any way, and if so how?

. Has there been any formal evaluation of the effectiveness of the exhibit(s) that I am focusing on?
. The exhibit development process: I am interested in the exhibit development process—how long the

design of a particular exhibition takes, and who is involved. What are the different roles of the
museum staff members in the developing process for this exhibition? Do educators work
collaboratively with exhibit designers? Do you experiment with alternative designs or do you test
“mock up” versions?
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