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The Oriental Cuckoo Probably Breeds in Mt. Rokko

Yasuo Ezaki?’ and Masahide Nakajo?’

Abstract

On 15 Mag 2004, we found a carcass of cuckoo species, probably depredated, in a forest on Mt.

Rokko. We also found a fresh egg with the carcass. The cuckoo was identified as the Oriental

Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus by the body size, color pattern of the tail feathers, and characteristic

color pattern of the wing-edge. The egg was also identified as that of the Oriental Cuckoo by its

size and shape. Although we did not find a nest parasitized by the Oriental Cuckoo, these facts
strongly suggest that the Oriental Cuckoo breeds in the forests of Mt. Rokko, where it has been

considered not to breed.
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Figure 1
Rokko.

The carcass and the egg found in a forest of Mt.
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Figure 2 The wing-edge of the carcass. The long white
spot at the left-side indicates that the bird is the Oriental
Cuckoo rather than the Common Cuckoo.
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Figure 3 Comparison between eggs of the Oriental
Cuckoo (top) and those of the Common Cuckoo (bottom)
stored in Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo.
The egg from Mt. Rokko (top left) is clearly resembles that
of the Oriental Cuckoo.
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Table 1 Size of the egg (mm) found at Mt. Rokko compared
with those of the Oriental Cuckoo and of the Common
Cuckoo stored in Museum of Nature and Human Activities,
Hyogo.

Egg of Mt. Rokko Oriental Cuckoo Common Cuckoo
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21.2x 147 202 x 14.6 223 x 170
21.5x 14.3 228 x 11.8
20.2 x 15.2 240 x 18.7
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