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Dynamics of Hunter Population in Hyogo Prefecture

Maki Suzukr ¥, Hiroshi Sakara P *and Tetsuo Furukawa—Tanaka Y *

Abstract

We analyzed three—years dynamics of the population of hunters in Hyogo Prefecture. Based on the analyses, we
produced a simulation model of hunters’ dynamics. Using the model, we predicted 12—years dynamics of hunters
population and examined necessary conditions for keeping the numbers at the present level.

Hunters showed a minor increase and decrease over the three years. The number of trap hunters increased
whereas that of gun hunters decreased rapidly, resulting in a significant decrease of gun—hunters’ composition. Most
hunters were over 50 years of age. The aging of the hunter population and the decrease of gun hunters were most
significant in the northern part of Hyogo Prefecture.

Simulation results predicted the population of gun hunters after 12 years to be 0.64 larger than that of the present
population. To maintain the number of gun hunters estimated at 12 years based on the present level, immigration

and the retirement of gun hunters should be at four and a half times of the present level.
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