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Case 1: The Construction of Villages and the Formation of the Dwellings of
the Thai in Vietnam —Study on the Villages and the Dwellings of the Daic-.
Hiroyuki Ugpa

The Daic comprise the majority of the Asian races liveing in the 6 countries of Thailand,

Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, India and China in the area situated between latitude 7° to 26°N
and longitude 94° to 110°E. The Daic were once viewed as the origin of the Japanese because of
the former’ s close affinity with the cultural complex of broad-leaved evergreen forest. Therefore,

this has attracted scientific study has not yet been conducted. The aim of the present study
way to examine Daic life culture through detailed analysis of their physical environment, such
as villages and dwellings, with special reference to both Black Thai and White Thai. Although
the Thai live in an area that has undergone many changes as a result of French colonial
administration, the Vietnam War with America, and resent remarkable economic development,
they have inherited their own tradition not only in their way of life, but also in their village
landscape and dwelling form. This study clarified the physical and spiritual aspects of the
based on field

research carried out in 1993 and 1994. It is also a monographic description of how they have

construction of villages and dwellings among the Black Thai and White Thai,

maintained their traditional life in its physical and spiritual aspects. This study shows that the

Thai of Vietnam have an obviously different life culture from that of the Daic living mainly in

Thailand, as so far as is known. The way of life of the Daic is also partly examined.

Key words: Vietnam, Thai, living behavior, living space
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