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Abstract

There are more than 4 million automatic vending machines in Japan. They cause environmental
problems such as the waste of electricity, litter disposal. Some are hazardous to pedestrians due
to protrusion into the roads.

Nishi-Harima life science center of Hyogo prefectural government hosted the ' 94 Nishi-Harima
environmental seminar consisting of 12 days of lectures and environmental surveys for citizens’
lifelong education. I was responsible for a survey concerned with automatic vending machines.

In this paper, I focus on the learning effect for students by using the survey, and solving the
problem of managing such a seminar.

Results of the survey show that 709% of students understood the problem regarding the waste of
electricity by automatic vending machines, but 16% of students felt the necessity of such
machines.

I think it’s very important to discuss more thoroughly the questions of ‘How many? , ‘What
kind of?” and ‘How should we use them? , and how to be environmentally conscious about our
daily life.

Regarding the survey method on automatic vending machines, some items, such as measuring
of the survey area, taking the temperature around the machine and taking photographs, should be
improved in the coming seminar.

Key words: environmental education, automatic vending machine, citizen’s survey, lifelong
education
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