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Abstract

In this paper, the value of a river as an attractive space is mentioned at first. A river has water and
various other natural elements. And a river is a valuable open space in an urban area. Also, it is pointed
out that a river offers a good visibility, due to the fact that the space on a river is vacant.

As for the relationship between river and town in Japan, a river originally provided a public space.
The riverside was an area for various performances, where a great number of show tents stood. Japanese
castle towns developed on riversides, where rivers were used for water transportation. However, in the
modern age, the relationship between town and river became less intimate because of changes in flood
control techniques, and the supersession of water transportation by land transportation.

Recently, as amenity has become the focus of public attention, the restoration of the people-friendly
character of a river has gained in importance.

For the improvement of the spatial characteristics of a river, it is important to plan the improvement
so as to suit the characteristics of a particular river. And it is also important to take human activities on
the riverside into consideration. We have to find out the method of river improvement suited to a
particular kind of human activities.

Rivers are important in examining the conditions of townscape and environment. One can enjoy a
beautiful townscape from the bank of a river because of the good visibility it offers. The network of
rivers is important as the corridor linking ecosystems, and as the object of review aimed at redesigning
the circulation of water.

Key words: improvement of river, river, riverscape, riverside town, use of river space

I, KZEDLDEERELTHHTH DT

N 4]
A1) 1O D 2R {E bo. FEOFEE, TIEKER bR

WIZLZ L kAo <icgEb e ol
D, MNESFEE b THHALTCEZ. E
H (1985) D&tz L=A 21, woFIHIIE T&
VRIOFIH ) TERSMRIE ) TR TR
FH, 042054 70555 (K1).

BIRAFIH I, SoEK R BEHK, LERKD

WCHEICH T 720 DR E L THHT LD TH
B F7z, BUAMAEEE, KED XTI E
WNBbKEEEDOHAL LTHHTLILETH
B, TARZEDKIZE > THEMEZRLES D
DTHY, ZOWEKMFHIZSH 5. 612, %
BIRFIH &0, Il ozERbgREICE H LRI %

* ZOWIE, NE BROEWEOREL YR Ty o TALII = #AFIANF T, OFEE S LITNELZLDTH 5,



B, w)UF o555
Fig. 1. Type of usage of river.
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Fig.5. Town faced to river. Fig. 7. Riverscape of China.
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Fig. 6. Scene of life toward river. Fig. 8. Riverscape of Thailand.
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Fig. 9. Weakened relation between town and river.
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Fig. 12. Furukawa Riverside Park, Tokyo.
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Fig. 14. Riverscape of large-scale river.
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Myoshoji river, Tokyo.
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Fig. 16. Riverscape of small-scale river.
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Fig. 20. Design for causing human activity.
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Fig. 21. Improving collectively both town and river.
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Fig. 22. Examining townscape collectively on river.
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