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Establishment of a stable local population of Great Cormorants
Phalacrocorax carbo in Hyogo Prefecture
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Abstract

Distribution and sizes of breeding

colonies and

roosts of the Great Cormorant

Phalacrocorax carbo in Hyogo Prefecture were surveyed from 2008 to 2009. A total of 5

colonies and 16 roosts were confirmed to exist in the prefecture. Breeding season was between

December and July. The local population size which was calculated by summing up individual

numbers of cormorants in all roosts and/or colonies within the prefecture was from 2,000 to

4,500 in non-breeding season, from 3,000 to 3,500 in breeding season. As cormorants started to

be recorded regularly in winter at the start of 1990's after a period of only irregular and

small number of records, we can conclude that a local population of the Great Cormorant was

established during the last 20 years in Hyogo Prefecture.
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