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Studies on emergency disaster information provided
by broadcasters being easier to understand
for persons with auditory agnosia: Consideration from
the workshop "What kind of broadcasting methods are easily understood
for persons with auditory agnosia?"

Masazumi MiTant "

Abstract

The workshop "What kind of broadcasting methods are easily understood for persons with auditory
agnosia?" was held for persons with auditory agnosia as well as their assistants and speech-hearing
therapists. The workshop was attended by 26 persons with auditory agnosia, 26 assistants and therapists.
During the workshop, participants were divided into groups after the verification of their understanding
of language sounds. According to the verification, the responses of persons with mild auditory agnosia
and nondisabled were accepted as valid opinions, and those with severe disabilities as reference. In the
workshop, the following criteria were established: (1) use of the human voice, (2) use of multisensory
integration, (3) attachment of a chime, and (4) repetition of the same thing by male and female announcers.
When asked to listen to a prototype disaster information according to the criteria, nondisabled
significantly chose "suitable as the same thing for both men and women", but there was no significant
difference among those with auditory agnosia. When asked to choose subtitles for video of actual disaster
scene, nondisabled found it easier to understand "subtitles that transcribe all statements and highlight only
the important parts in yellow," but for other persons, no significant difference was detected.

Key words: accessibility, auditory agnosia, broadcast, auditory processing disorder (APD) , emergency
disaster information, workshop
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