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Expansion of the Japanese marten habitat to the northern part of
Awaji Island, western Japan
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Abstract

Japanese marten (Martes melampus) is widely distributed in forested areas on the Japanese islands
of Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, but not in plains and urban areas. They have been reported to inhabit
the Yuzuruha Mountains in the southern part of Awaji Island, Hyogo Prefecture, but there have been no

reports of their inhabiting the northern part of the island. We newly show by a camera trap survey that

Japanese marten inhabits the northern part of Awaji Island, where its relative abundance index is similar

to that in the southern part.
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