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Neocaridina denticulata denticulata (De Haan,1849)  Scale bar,10mm. 

Just arrived Neocaridina spp. Special container for shrimp transportation 
Purpose Recently the endemic Japanese freshwater shrimp, Neocaridina denticulata 

denticulata (De Haan,1849) (Caridea, Atyidae) , distributed in western Japan. The shrimp is 
used as live bait for fishing. However, due to recent severe decrease of density of this shrimp, 
some unknown species of Neocaridina have been imported from China and Korea. And it has 
been also reported in various other parts of Japan, including Hokkaido, in addition to its native 
range. These appear to be exotic species of Neocaridina , so DNA analysis(16S rRNA) and 
morphological studies are being performed. Method Specimens of imported shrimp, from 
China, will be obtained reported from an anonymous importer in Akashi Japan. 

Results Estimated gross import volume of Neocaridina spp. from China was 20 tons 
year-1 in 2010, but decreased to 11.5 tons year-1 in 2016.  
Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec Total Osaka: 8.6t, Kyusyu:2,9t   
0.5t  0.7t   1t  1.5t   1,7t  1t    0    0    0   0.7t  1t   0.5t   8.6t      Total 11.5t/ year
Live Neocaridina spp. were imported from Korea between the years 1969-2001, and 
Palaemonidae spp.between 1969-2016, but since 1990 China is the source of these shrimp. 
Air transport routes now include: China (Beijing, Shenyang, Shanghai) to Japan (Kansai, 
Fukuoka). There are flights only from May-November (Beijing, Shenyang, to Kansai) and 
November-May (Shanghai to Kansai). According to the exporters and importers of shrimp, 
they are not only sold for recreational fishing bait but also for keeping as pets via internet sales 
(starting from 1997 up to now) in Japan. Import restrictions (for marine species) to 
preventions, for epidemics were put in effect from -July 27, 2016. The new license system 
and substantial import ban includes Palaemonidae spp. Further more, imported Neocaridina 
spp. and Neocaridina denticulata were found in the Israeli freshwater ecosystems , as reported 
at TCS 2016 in Singapore, where their population was established. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Air transport routes of Neocaridina spp.and Palaemonidae spp. imported from China.
Import ban :Palaemonidae spp.. were put in effect from -July 27, 2016.  
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