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The last Japanese domestic oriental white stork named
"Izushi" and its storage after death

Takayuki Funo "

Abstract

I report the very end of an oriental white stork named “Izushi” that has been believed as the last wild
stork of Japan. It nested in Toyooka basin until 1965, captured in 1967 and was dead in 1986. It was
stuffed by Sakamoto Manufactory in 1987 and stored in Kobe Oji Zoo, but the whereabouts were not
known thereafter. This time, the stuffed stork stored in Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo
from at least 1992, was specified as “Izushi,” based on characteristics of feathers and measurements of

body morphology.
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